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3. A Platonic Theory of Concepts
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9R4:G*!N,!011-,!]G5!5cHI787:J6;!6JI5!J_!W548a!67:4J87I,!M8!Y,!9JW5I!78P!

9,!^7II*!5PF,*!O-/3'(34C'#4!."$'(,!X7RW64Pa5l!X7RW64Pa5!�84`56F4:;!
\65FF*!011-l!Lowo1,

9R4:G*!N,!01(1,!E5;J8P! :G5!566J6! :G5J6;,! M8!k,! ZJ;K5!78P!9,!346KG48*!
5PF,*!!4V'#0E4V$"<'&"4 W/0&-3T4 J33/B34 '(4 N'<(4M/.F$-Y34 J##'#4 @<-'#B,!
YJ6P65KG:*![JII78Pl!9H648a56!01(1l!((-w(p1,

9:O6a5J8*! y,! 011-,! YJOW:F! 7WJO:! :G5! FOH56`58458K5! J_! :G5! 5:G4K7I,!
XGC'#E4A"&E$-34$(4M-"/-"<$.3!pl!L)–-1,

]7;IJ6*! X,! (-o-,! A'&#.-34 'C4 "<-4 A-0CT4 @<-4M/F$(=4 'C4 "<-4M'E-#(4 UE-("$"B,!
X7RW64Pa5*!Nfl![76`76P!�84`56F4:;!\65FF,

]5858W7OR*!9,!011n,!!;;-/#/(.-34'C4"<-4D''ET4!(4J33/B4'(4"<-4*/"&#-4'C4
Practical Reason,!X7RW64Pa5l!X7RW64Pa5!�84`56F4:;!\65FF,

z5II5R78*! Z,!Y,! (-o-,! K#/."$./04 O-[-."$'(,! \648K5:J8*! yZl! \648K5:J8!
�84`56F4:;!\65FF,

z5II5R78*!Z,!Y,!(--0,!]G5!aO4F5!J_!:G5!aJJP,!Noûs!0dl!)w0d,
z5II5R78*!Z,!Y,!(---,!�J`5!7F!7!RJ67I!5RJ:4J8,!Ethics!(1-l!))ow)np,
z5II5R78*!Z,!Y,!0111,!@<-4K'33$%$0$"B4'C4K#/."$./04O-/3'(,!bc_J6Pl!bc_J6P!

�84`56F4:;!\65FF,
zJaI56*! X,! 0110,! O-/3'(/%0B4 W$.$'&3,! X7RW64Pa5*! Nfl! [76`76P!

�84`56F4:;!\65FF,

t64g8,! Z,! (--d,!W/0&-4 N&E=-,-("T4 U,;#'2$(=4X&#4J"<$./04L-0$-C3,!bc_J6Pl!
bc_J6P!�84`56F4:;!\65FF,

[7RHFG465*! 9,! (-L-,! @<'&=<"4 /(E4 !."$'(,! yJ:65! Y7R5*! Myl! M8P4787!
�84`56F4:;!\65FF,

378:*!M,!(noL,!D#'&(E:'#F4'C4"<-4M-"/;<B3$.34'C4M'#/03,!]678FI7:5P!W;!N,!
t65aJ6,!X7RW64Pa5l!X7RW64Pa5!�84`56F4:;!\65FF*!(--o,

3J6Fa776P*!X,!(--d,!@<-4A'&#.-34'C4*'#,/"$2$"B,!X7RW64Pa5l!X7RW64Pa5!
�84`56F4:;!\65FF,

3J6Fa776P*! X,! 011-,! A-0C)+'(3"$"&"$'(T4 !=-(.BH4 UE-("$"BH4 /(E4 U("-=#$"B,!
bc_J6Pl!bc_J6P!�84`56F4:;!\65FF,

NKYJT5II*!Z,!(-no,!f65!RJ67I!65hO465R58:F!G;HJ:G5:4K7I!4RH567:4`5F{!
k5H648:5P! 48!M$(EH4 W/0&-H4 /(E4 O-/0$"B,! X7RW64Pa5*! Nfl! [76`76P!
�84`56F4:;!\65FF*!(--ol!nnw-p,

NKYJT5II*! Z,! (-n-,!z46:O5! 78P! 657FJ8,!k5H648:5P! 48!M$(EH4W/0&-H4 /(E4
O-/0$"B,!X7RW64Pa5*!Nfl![76`76P!�84`56F4:;!\65FF*!(--ol!L1wn),

NKYJT5II*!Z,!(--p,!M$(E4/(E4V'#0E,!X7RW64Pa5*!Nfl![76`76P!�84`56F4:;!
\65FF,

NO6PJKG*! M,! (-Ld,! z4F4J8! 78P! KGJ4K5! 48! RJ67I4:;,! K#'.--E$(=34 'C4 "<-4
!#$3"'"-0$/(4A'.$-"BH4A&;;0-,-("/#B4W'0&,-!)1l!)0wLo,

NO6PJKG*!M,!(-L-,!]G5!FOWI4R5!78P!:G5!aJJP,!k5H648:5P!48!JG$3"-("$/0$3"34
/(E4MB3"$.3T4V#$"$(=34'(4K<$0'3';<B4/(E48$"-#/"&#-,!�J8PJ8l!XG7::J!�!
^48POF*!(--nl!01Lw001,

NO6PJKG*!M,!(-n1,!@<-4A'2-#-$=("B4'C4D''E,!�J8PJ8l!kJO:I5Pa5,
NO6PJKG*!M,!(--0,!M-"/;<B3$.34/34/4D&$E-4"'4M'#/03,!�J8PJ8l!XG7::J!�!

^48POF,
y7a5I*! ],! (-n1,!@<-4K'33$%$0$"B4 'C4!0"#&$3,,!bc_J6Pl!bc_J6P!�84`56F4:;!

\65FF,
\O:87R*![,! 0110,!@<-4+'00/;3-4 'C4 "<-4 Z/.">W/0&-41$.<'"',B4 /(E4X"<-#4

J33/B3,!X7RW64Pa5*!Nfl![76`76P!�84`56F4:;!\65FF,
k74I:J8*!\,!(--n,!b8!:G5!G;HJ:G5:4K7I!78P!8J8AG;HJ:G5:4K7I!48!657FJ848a!

7WJO:!W5I45_!78P!7K:4J8,!M8!t,!XOII4:;!78P!E,!t7O:*!5PF,*!Ethics and 
Practical Reason,!bc_J6Pl!bc_J6P!�84`56F4:;!\65FF*!(--nl!L)wo1,

k7x*!Z,!(---,!J(=/=$(=4O-/3'(T4X(4"<-4@<-'#B4'C4W/0&-4/(E4!."$'(,!bc_J6Pl!
bc_J6P!�84`56F4:;!\65FF,
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v<?$#>#v<'D>Q!?&vD?+u! w!!0(!!w "#$,!()*!+#,!-!q&./!01()r

^7II7K5,! k,!Z,! (--1,! [JT! :J! 76aO5! 7WJO:! H67K:4K7I! 657FJ8,!M$(E! --l!
)LL–)oL,

^5PaTJJP*! k,! 011n,! @<-4 */"&#-4 'C4 *'#,/"$2$"B,! bc_J6Pl! bc_J6P!
�84`56F4:;!\65FF,

^4II47RF*!E,! (-n-,! M8:5687I! 78P!5c:5687I! 657FJ8F,!k5H648:5P! 48!M'#/04
8&.F,!X7RW64Pa5l!X7RW64Pa5!�84`56F4:;!\65FF*!(-o(l!(1(w((),

^4II47RF*!E,!(-oL,!J"<$.34/(E4"<-48$,$"34'C4K<$0'3';<B,!X7RW64Pa5*!Nfl!
[76`76P!�84`56F4:;!\65FF,

^4II47RFJ8*!],!011),!�8P56F:78P48a!78P! 48_5658K5,!K#'.--E$(=34'C4 "<-4
!#$3"'"-0$/(4A'.$-"BH4A&;;0-,-("/#B4W'0&,-!nnl!0p-w0-),

^JI_*!9,!(--1,!Z#--E',4V$"<$(4O-/3'(,!bc_J6Pl!bc_J6P!�84`56F4:;!\65FF,
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